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The American Empire 

The U.S. extended its Empire by the wars for example against the Indians and Mexico or by 

purchase. By 1803, the U.S. occupied territory to the Mississippi River. 

1803 - The U.S. bought Louisiana from France (from Napoleon for 60 million francs - about $ 

15 million). It was a huge territory from the Mississippi to the Rockies. 

1819 - United States bought Florida from Spain. 

The wars with the Indians were finished in 1830 - by Indian Relocation Act (Indian Removal 

Act) - This law denied citizenship rights to Indians from the East of the Mississippi River. 

The Indians complained to the Supreme Court, which answered them, that they are not U.S. 

citizens and they were not protected by the U.S. Constitution! The Indians were gradually 

deported to the west of the Mississippi. Over all, there were deported or killed several million 

Indians. 

 Congress gave to the Indians “Indian Territory” in 1830-1834, which included the present-

day Oklahoma State, Kansas, Nebraska, South and North Dakota. Later, the Indians were 

constantly paring this territory until it was in 1907 absorbed into the rest of Oklahoma. 

The American Empire was extended in war with Mexico 1846-1848. Mexico was an 

independent state since 1821. It also included Texas, where, however, moved more and more 

American settlers. Soon there were more Americans than Mexicans. 

1836 - Texas declared independence. In the battle against the Mexico the American 

volunteers helped against the Mexicans. Texas then asked for the admission to the Union in 

1845 → Texas was admitted into the Union. 

1846-1848 U.S. declares war against Mexico. The pretext was the Texas border disputes, 

which were not clearly defined, but mainly Americans wanted more territory. Mexico was 

defeated, even the busy capital city. Mexico lost half of its territory! In addition to Texas was 

annexed by the U.S. southwest (later states California, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, Utah). 

Since 1848 the border between the U.S. and Mexico has made the Rio Grande River. 

Mexicans received from the U.S. "compensation" of $ 15 million. 

  

The USA still look abroad for the new lands to possess.  In 1898 – there was a war against to 

Spain - this war gave the U.S. Puerto Rico (still holds) and the Philippines. During the war the 

U. S. also occupied the Hawaiian Islands.  Cuba (formerly Spanish) gained independence. 

Spain received "compensation" $ 20 million for Cuba.  

 

The OPEN DOOR POLICY – which is a statement / a proposal that each imperialist nation 

can take its share of the Chinese trade, but it could not take anything from the share of the 

others. This made an impression of neutrality. This gave the foundation for greater American 

influence in the affairs of China and the East of Asia in the Far East and by the Monroe’s 

Doctrine in the Western Hemisphere, plus the US reserved to itself the right to intervene to 

preserve stability.  



Now I will tell you something about Monroe´s Doctrine. It´s the doctrine from the 1823 – the 

main idea is "America is for the Americans" ( Amerika je Američanů ), which means that the 

European powers have no right to interfere in the affairs of the American continent. The U.S. 

belongs to the U.S. 

   James Monroe was the 5
th

 U.S. president, ruled from 1817-1825. U.S. has committed that 

they would not meddle in the affairs of European countries and demanded that Europeans 

would not take care of American affairs. Mainly the U.S. opposed the establishment of new 

colonies in America. It was directed chiefly against the entry of Russia to America. Until the 

late 19th century, the U.S. did not have strong navy to make themselves enforce this doctrine, 

so it was based on an alliance with Great Britain, then the greatest naval power! 

Later president Roosevelt gained Panama Canal Zone; it was arrangement which helped to 

build the canal connecting Atlantic and Pacific Coast. The Panama Canal brought American 

involvement in the Caribbean. There was a problem with the political and financial instability 

in these republics. Almost all of them were financed by Europe with the rule that if they were 

not able to pay their debts, the European creditor might move IN. To avoid this danger, 

Roosevelt set  a document which says “ in the need of outside intervention to set matters right, 

The US would undertake the  exercise of ‘international police power.” 

 

 

 

 

The American Empire – test 

 

1 ) What is The open door policy ? 

a ) is a proposal that not every nation take its share of the Chinese trade 

b ) is a proposal that each imperialist nation can take its share of the Chinese trade, but it 

could not take anything from the share of the others. 

c ) is a proposal that each imperialist nation can take its share of the Chinese  trade and also it 

can take anything from the others.  

2 ) What is Monroe´s Doctrine ? 

a ) the main idea is "America is for the Americans" ( Amerika je Američanů ), which means 

that the European powers/ states have no right to interfere in the affairs of the American 

continent. The U.S. belongs to the U.S. 

b ) the main idea is "America is not always for the Americans", which means that the 

European powers have right to interfere in the affairs of the American continent.  



c ) The Europeans, especially tourists, have right to interfere in the affairs of the U.S.  

3) When is this doctrine from ? 

a  ) 1823 

b  ) 1824 

c  ) 1917 

4 ) Who were Theodore Monroe and Theodor Roosevelt ? 

a ) the American presidents 

b ) the Czech presidents 

c ) the Canadian presidents 

5 ) When was finished the war with the Indians ? 

a ) 1825 

b ) 1830 

c ) 1835 
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